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W ifdom ‘is better than Weapons of 
War— 


ALLE AME tory, whether real or fiati- 
Me a ae tious, which gives rife to this © 
T obfervation, may be confidered 
eae as afpecimen of the temper 
and conduct of mankind under 


fimilar circumftances. 


THE fupreme governor has put mankind 
into different fituations in this world ; as the 
potter hath power over the clay to make one 
veffel to honor, and another to dijlonor, fo he 
to make one being of preater, and another 


of 
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of lefs capacity, and to place one under grea- 
ter, and another ‘under lefs advantages of 
improvement. And as it is neceflary to their 
’ well-being that mankind fhould be formed 
into different focieties, the fame fovereignty 
is difplayed towards them in that fituation ; 
hence one fociety has more wealth and grea- 
ter ftrength than another. There was a 
little city and few men within it, and there 
came a great king againftit. The fuperiority 
of this great king, no donbt lay in numbers 
and wealth, which are the finews of martial 
power. ; 


AMBITION and avarice too often arife 
from the circumf{tances of the powerful and 
great ; the fame perfons under different cir- 
cumftances will aé& a very different part : 
The afpiring views of men bear fome pro- 
portion to their fortunes ; and the poffeffion 
of much produces an ardent thirft for more. 
How ftrongly foever this fpeaks the imper- 
feétion of man, and the infufficiency of 
worldly good to the happinefs for which the 
human mind was formed, faéts’ abundantly 
fupport the verity of it. Nor is it impro- 
bable, that fuch views led this great king 

againft 
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againft this little city ; for tho’ fmall, com- 
pared to his kingdom, yet the conqueft might, 
in his fordid mind, bea defired augmentation 
of wealth, and extent of dominion. 


‘THe moft fanguine attempts, and big 
with probability of fuccefs may prove abor- 
tive: Ihe race is not always to the /wift, 
nor.the battle to the firong. As the human 
mind is finite, and therefore incapable to take 
in every circumftance that may attend the 
execution. of a plan, feemingly laid with the 
greateft probability of fuccefs, fo one incident 
unforefeen may terminate the whole in dif 
appointment. So terminated the defigns, of 
this great king, againft this Lrtle city. A 
poor man within the walls, too obfcure to 
be noticed by this great general, by his wif 
dom delivered it.from his rapacious jaws. 


THE eftimation of wifdom is to be made 
from the mind, direéting the condué, and 
not from outward circumftances. The 
mind in its own nature, is fuperior to mat- 
ter, as it is capable of noble exertions,. and 
great improvements ; and in proportion to 
the ideas, and juftnefs of fentiment it ac- 

: quires, 
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quires, determining a correfponding con= 
dud, itis lefs or more worthy ; There ig 
therefore no abfolute conneétion ‘between 
outward circumftances, and mental nobili- 
ty: The Poor may be wife, and the Rich 
‘ foolith, for riches are not always to men of 
underflanding. “i 
Burt yet mankind in general, fich is their 
imperfection, are apt to eftimate the real cha- 
- raéter by outward circumftances : ‘The falfe 
glare of {ecular grandeur preffes fo hard upon 
the fecble fight of the inattentive, as to lead 
into deception in judging of themfelves and 
others. Riches make men felf-fufficient}- 
and produce in others a fervile dependence 
on their,fovercign dictates. Wealth is the 
ftandard of wifdom, as well as the fource of 
happinefs, in the opinion of the unthinking. 
The idea of poverty and folly are clofely 
connected, and outward circumfances ‘are 
the criterion of a man’s real worth. And 
this is the foible not of a few, but of the 
greater part of mankind ; to the opulent 
they are attentive and obfequious, but the 
~ poor man's wifdom is defpifed, and his words 
are not heard. . 
THE 
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‘Tue fervices of the truly patriotic’ are re- 
warded according to the popular falfe view 
of things: The meritorious, in this depraved 


Mate, are not certain of equal reward: Envy 


and ambition, by artifice and cunning, 
may wrefl from the hands of the people, the 


Jaurels defigned for their heads, who have 


done many worthy deeds for their country ; 
‘and all they have done—be repaid with bafe 
ingratitude, and cruel negleét. No man re- 
membred that Jame poor man, whofe wifdom 
aehvered the city. 


T were are, notwithftanding, great advan- 
tages arifing from wifdom ; it yiclds a home- 
felt fatisfaction, and ray be the great fecu- 
‘rity of the perfon éndued with it: And it is 
alfo of great utility to fociety. Tho! this 
may not be fo perceptible when things glide 
on finoothly, yet a time of trial will make 
it confpicuous. In fuch atime, wifdom will 
be found to be fuperior to folly furrounded 
with wealth and aided by martial power ; 
and this is agreable to the obfervation in the 
text: Wi/dom ws better than weapons of war ; 
which is a reflection arifing from the fore- 

oing ftory. 
aed B WHETHER 
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Werner Solomon’in this obfervation 

leads us to conceive of different- kinds of 
wifdom, according to the different objeéts 
about which it is converfant, or to diftinguifh 
between wildom political, and religious, may 
admit of fome difpute;. And whether, the 
‘ wifdom by which the. poor man delivered 
the city, in degree, fell fhort of, or came up 
to, that wifdom which, in other parts of his 
writings forms the. religious charafter, is 
unnoticed. But if wifdom, in the refle@ion, 
fhould be fuppofed by fome to intend the 
former, and to exclude the latter ; I fhall 
-beg leave, in this: difcourfeto-confider ‘it as 
-including both. 


Anp accordingly, by divine help; hhall 
endeavour to fhow, i 


I. THAT war is‘to be expected, in the 
prefent flate of mankind. 


il. Twa to provide weapons fordefence, 
is neceflary and fitt But, ~ ine 


lf. Taav wifdom is ftill a higher qua- 
lification for defence, and willanfwer the 
purpofe better than weapons without it. - 
as 
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“I. In the prefent ftate of ently yer 4 
is to be expected. ‘ ibe 


.Tue depravity of human nature is the 
ground and reafon. of fuch ’ expedtation. 
God indeed made man upright, but they have 
Sought out many inventions ; are warped off 
from their original conftitution,and the whole 
world les in wackednefs. 


Ir is true, the difpenfation of grace, early 


difcovered to man, is calculated not only to 


fave him from the evil confequences of tranf- 

greffion, but to qualify him for prefent and 

future happinefs. As it lays a foundation 

of reconciliation with God, fo of the mof 

friendly intercourfe between man and man, 

clearly directing, and powerfully affifling, to 

the obfervation of the rules of rightcoufneds ° 
and charity. 


Tuemoral perfections of the fupreme go- 
vernor forbid the fuppofition, that mankind 
were left without proper rules of condu& 
towards him, and one another ; or fufficient 
motives to right aétion, And_ revelation 
clearly vindicates the ways of God te men 


’ in this particular. 


Tas 
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_ THe law written in their hearts, by the 
finger of their maker, was plain and legible 
at firft; and from their longevity in ‘carly 
age, could with more eafe and certainty be 
tranfmited to pofterity. Great and general 
deviations from this rule were followed with 
fignal vengeance, and furvivors were taught 
to take warning by the fufferings of others. 
And the various difpenfations of providence, 
were adapted to imprefs on the mind of man, 
‘a reverential regard to the fupreme authority, 


Tuts law, after a while, was committed 

to writing, and publifhed at Mount Sinai to 

_ a feleét number of mankind, that by means 

hereof his way might be known upon earth, 

and his faving health among all nations. The 

capital precepts of which, tend to promote 

order and peace in the world, as they ftri€ly 

© enjoin love to God, and love to men 5 Thou 

> fhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart and thou halt love thy neighbour 
as thy felf. 


In the time tho’t beft by infinite wifdom, 
an extraordinary teacher was fent into the 
world, to fet this rule in a clearer light, and 


to 
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- to-enforce it with additional niotives: TAzs 


‘day Joring from on high hath vifited us, to 
give Light to them that fit in darknefs, and im 
the Shadow of death ; to guide our feet in the 
way of peace. 


But love to God, under this clearer dif- 
covery of duty is ftill the firftand great com- 
mand, and the fecond is like unto it, Thou 
fpalt love thy neighbour as thy felf: The 
way to happinels is the fame : The gofpel 
only throws greater light on it, and urges 
nen into it with greater affiftance, and more 
powerful motives. 


Tue means of knowledge,and the motives 
to duty have, no doubt, been adapted to the 
ftate and circumftances of mankind in every 
age.—And in every age, fufficient to lead 
them to that temper and condué, which 
would obtain the approbation of their law- 
giver and judge, and fecure their own 
happinels. ur 


THE provifion made by indulgent heaven, 
fuppofes in man underftanding and judg- 
ment,and a power of determination in point 
of condué. And mankind have given fad 

evidence 
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evidence of their liberty and felf-determining 
power, in acting counter’to the evidence of 
truth, and going out of the right way ; and 
while they have approved the better, in fol- 
lowing the worfe things. 


\ It is their misfortune indeed, in’ this lap. 
fed. tate to have the powers of the mind 
embarrafled by the ill temperament of the 
body, which provokes appetite and paffion, 
and. mifguides the foul in her purfuit after 
happinefs ; and is produétive of irregularity 
and diforder in the world. The paffions 
are forcibly moved by fenfible good. The 
foul, inattentive to higher motives, blindly 
follows the paffions ; and borne from her 
natural centre, is hurried on to the violation 
of the rules of focial duty.” From hence 
arife all: the oppreffion there is under the 
fan—ali the inyafion of the rights and pro 
petties of others—the rapine and murder fo 
rife. among mankind. Jam. 4. 1. From 
whence come wars and Sightings among you ? 
come they not hence, even of your Iufis, that 
War in your members 2 


In the moft authentic hiftory of mankind, 
We are acquainted with an early deviation 
from 
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from the: ruleiof condu@,/in a-grof 2& ‘of 
hoftiliry.and ‘murder, when Cain rofe up ar 
gainft Abel kis brother and flew him. Hifto- 
ry, facred and profane, unite in the exhibi- 
tion of a continued feries of the like temper 
and practice, tho’ attended with a great va- 
riety of different circumftances ; and-make 
jt evident, that mankind, under the general 
difpenfation of grace, in every agé,have core 


. supted themfelves, renounced. their allegi- 


ance to the fupreme ruler, and unweéariedly 
endeavoured to plunder, enflave, and deftroy 


their own fpecics. 


Tue notices of the divine law infcribed 
in the heart, and handed down by tradition, 
have been, difregarded, and as they did not like 
$o retain God in their knowledge, God favs 
them over toa reprobate mind, to do thofe 
things which are not convenient, but tend to 
interrupt the order of his creation. 


NerrHer have the advantages of a writ- 
ten law been duly improved by them, as 
appears by the defcription of fuch in Rom. 
3. Their throat is an open fepulchre, with 
their tongues they have ufed deceit, the poifon 
of afps is under their hps,whofe mouth is full 


gil. ae 
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“of curfing and-bitterne/s, their feet are fwift 
to fhed blood, deftruction and’ mifery are in 
their ways, and the. way of peace have they 
not known : there is no fear of ‘God’ ae 
‘their eyes. 

Tue fill clearer difcovery of their duty, 
and urged with the moft cogent motives,has 
been ineffectual to procure a compliance 
to preferve order and. peace, and to prevent 
oppreffion, and the moft favage treatment of 
one another. In evidence of which might 
be adduced the angry debates, the cruel per- 
fecutions and bloody wars in chriftendom 
for fo many centuries. 


“Our Saviour, aware that the beft means 
to reform and make human nature happy, 
would be obftinately oppofed, and thro’ the 
Jufts of men perverted to interrupt their hap- 
pinefs, gave his followers the precaution in 
the roth of Mat. 34th. Think not that I am 
come to fend peace on earth, I came not to 
fend peace, but a fword; that they might 
not be deceived in the expectation of better 
times than they would a@tually find. 


Tuo’ 


2 
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Tuo’ “his gofpel is eminently ui 
to recover human nature to its original reati- 
tude—to infpire the heart with love to God 


and loveto men—to extirpateevery unfriendly 5 


paflion—to cultivate the moft noble and ex- 
tenfive benevolence, and to produce un iver= 
fal peace and happinels 5 yet it Mill lies with 
man to fall in with the gracious nrethod, ar 
to oppote i ir. And as the great ante of 
this glorious plan, .when he perfonally ap- 
pear red.on earth, was: defpifed and rejected of 
men, {a his religion, ever fince; has fared no 
better with the nate By a ftrange ppurerien 
of the only method’ that could reform and 
make them happy, men have continued,and 
even encreafed their difloyalty to heaven,and 


ads of hoftility to one another. - 


Tus things,from the beginning of time, 
“pave gone on in our world. And tho’ before 
the winding up of this drama, it is firmly, 
and with ardor. expeéted,that the gofpel will 
more powerfully prevail, and the happy ef 
fees of innacence, and peace, will be felt ib 
every part of the carth; when they feel 
beat their Swords ito plow/bures, a and thei 
fpears into pruning-hooks, and nation 1 {ball uot 

(ej Lift 
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lift up fword againft nation, neither /hall they 
learn war any more’: Yet while the gofpel 
{preads no further, and has no greater influ- 
ence where it is known, what can be expeét- 
ed but that mankind fhould fill be inimi- 
cal to one another, and nation /hould rife q. 
gainft nation, and kingdom againft kingdom 2 
The fame caufe will produce the fame ef- 
feé&t. Under fimilar circumftances human 
‘nature has ever been pretty much the fame, 
As the former times were not better thay the 
prefent, why fhould thefe be better than the 
former, while the evidence of truth is no 
more admitted, and appctite and paffion de- 
termine the world. : 


Il. To provide weapons for defence ’ is 
neceflary and fit. 


Tuo’ indecd there is no abfolute nece fit- 

‘ty of war, as mankind are not neceffitated to 
break the laws of God, and injure one ano- 

ther; yet it may be neceffary and fit to ac 

commodate ourfelves to it, when thro’ the 

lufts of men it comes to pafs ; and herein, 

ee fhall be fupported by reafon and 


Brine 
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~Beine itfelf with all the privileges of 


-{t, is fhe communication of happinefs fronr 


the infinite fource of goodnefs. And all the 
variety of creatures that people the univerfe 
have equal claim to thofe natural privileges 
which are gratuitoufly derived to them ref 


q pettively from the munificence of their cre- 


ator. 


Every creature is naturally invefted with 
a powcr, in fome degree, to fecure that hap- 


‘pinefs of which it is made capable: And 


the invafion of the natural rights of the 
creature, counter to the conftitution of God 


for the communication of happinels, muft 
‘be wrong. 
Every rational moral agent is accounta- 


le to the creator for its condué, and re- 
“wardabie or punifhable according to it. No 


“Sach creature, therefore, has liberty to refign 


it's being at pleafure, or willingly to admit 
the interruption of the natural courfe of 
things productive of happinefs. But is under 
moral obligation to receive the gifts of its 
creator with gratitude, and improve them to 
his honor. And every fuch creature has a 
right to enjoy thefe gifts unmolefted, until 

(ome it 
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“it has by its own mifcondu@ forfeited: the 


enjoyment; and is alfo under the fame ob- 
- ligation, according to its capacity, and in every 
fit way, to preferve and defend the grant of 
being with all the benefits and privileges 
thereto belonging. And accordingly there 
is implanted, in all fuch rational beings, a 
principle of felf-prefervation, and a fenfe of 
moral obligation, to difpofe them to counter- 


‘act the defigns of others to deprive them ae 


happinefs, and to break in upon the confti- 
tution of God. 


Ir appears therefore, that the unjuft en- 
appe > 2 


“croachments on the natural rights of the 


rational creature, may, and ought to be op- 


pofed by him. 


Anp if reafon and argument will not dif 


“{uade the invaders from their unrighteous 


defign, every other exertion is to be made, 


‘according to the ability of the creature, given 


for the f{ecurity of its own happinefs ; for 


“where fuch exertions are neceffary to accom- 


plifh the end, which is right and duty to be 
accomplifhed, they muft in the reafon of 
things be fit. 


OFFENSIVE 


re 
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OFFENSIVE war iv any part of theratio- 
nal creation. is wrong ; as no one has aright 
ce moleft another in the enjoyment of his 
natural rights, and no fociety of beings has 


a right to interrupt the happinefs of any 


other fociety. 


DEFENSIVE war only, is juftifiableamong 
rational beings; by which is intended, oppo- 


ition to others in defence of thofe natural 


immunities and rights. which are the free 
gift of the creator ; and with a view to the 


general good. 


Anp fuch war may be juftified, in the 
reafon of things, among the rational inha- 
itants of every world thro’out the univerfe ; 
unlefs prohibited by the fupreme governor, 
who may direct his creatures to recede from 
their natural rights, and to refign their pre- 
fent enjoyments, in lieu of greater happinefs 


- to be conferred in reward of their obfequi- 
ous refignation. But without fuch interpo- 


fition, they are under moral obligations to 
‘oppofe the invafion of their rights, and the 
interruption of the harmony of the univerfe. 


Uron 


22 An Artillery-Sermon. 


~ Uyon fuch principles'we are not fhocked 
to read in facred writ, there was war in 
heaven, and Michael and his angels fought 
azainft the dragmm ; tho’ we at once cenfure 
“the attempts of the grand apoftate as un- 
worthy, yet, at the fame time, we approve 
the conduét of the general of the king of 
heaven, and applaud him as aéting from the 
nobleft views ; and triumph in his vitory. 
Whatever may be intended by this part of 
St. John’s vifion, the {criptures certainly lead 


us to believe, that there is continual oppofi- ' 


tion to one another, among the higheft or- 
ders of creatures we know of, the one coun- 
teraéting the conftitution of the creator, the 
other fupporting it, with which their own 
happinefs is infeperably conncéted. 


Tue fupreme Lord of the univerfe hath 
made creatures of different orders, and affign- 
ed to them different parts of his creations 
The earth he hath given to the children of 
men. And by making it neceffary to their 
happinefs, and difpofing them, under the go- 
vernance of his providence, to form into 
diftin@ focieties, hath divided to them the 
feveral parts of itr. For he hath not only 

; made 
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made of one blood all nations of men to dwell 
on all the face of the earth, but hath deter- 
mained the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitations. 


MaAwnkInD, therefore, have the gifts of 


‘ature, in common with other rational beings, 
‘according to their rank in creation, and alfo 


rightsand privileges peculiar to nations,which 
they. receive from, and hold under, the great 
proprictor of the world. It is fit that they 
fhould receive the/e as the bounty of heaven, 
and maintain and defend them in that capa- 
city ; efpecially as their natural and political 
rights are fo infeperably blended, that the 


‘one cannot be defended without the other. 


Sucu kind and degree of defence, if in 
our power, 3s may anfwer the end, and only 


uch, ought tobe purfued. We are to begin 
«with fuch as is adapted to the rational nature. 


But if addrefs to reafon will not impede the 
idetermined aggreffor, it becomes fit to repel 
force with force. But yet an enemy is not 
to be purfued with revenge after he is con- 
quered, and to do us further injury is put 
out of his power ; in this fitugtion we are 
rather to fhew acts of kindnefs, and to over- 


come 
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come évil with good. It is unfit that we 
fhould attempt the deftruction of mankind, 
any further than our own fufcty, and the 
publick good is conneétéd with it.- So far 
indeed we .are_under moral obligations- to, 
attempt it; but togobeyond this is to exceed 
the rules of right, and become tranfgre flors 
of the laws of God ourfelves: - ; 


PuNisHMENT is God’s frrange work, to 
which he is répreferited as coming relu@an¢, 
yetas it is neceflary to fecure ‘and promote 
thehappinefs, of his creation, itis infliéed on 
the guilty for this benevolent purpofe. Tho’ 
the deftrudtion of our own fpecies, in a jot 
‘war, is irkfome to human nature, made aie 
the image of God,ifit be not fo far debauch- 
ed as to have loft. all feelings . of. humanity, 
yet the moral fitnefs of itremains. The like 
feeling may be had by the righteous judge, 
in pafling fentence of death om the mralefae- 
tor, who has forfeited his life by the laws of 
God, and yet he, notwithftanding; be under 
obligation to fidelity in the execution of his 


-office. : 
Iy by metaphyfical purfuits we may pef- 


plex this matter, and darken counfel with 
words 
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words without knowledge ; yet common 
fenfe can difcern, that the man who has a 
drawn fword in his hand,and tamely fubmits 
totakea fatal blow from his adverfary, dies as 
@ fool dieth: And common confcience would 
highly approve, if on the contrary, with the 
{word, he had taken the life of the bold in: 
wader to fave his own. 


THE privileges of life, as liberty and pro- 
perty, in proportion to their value, are to be 
ftrenuoully afferted. And when every thing 
that is dear, and makes life defirable, and 
even life itfelf is attempted, individuals, or a 
pation, have not only a bare right, but are 
under moral obligation to the moft vigorous 
oppofition, 4s they would not ungratefully 
refign the gifts of God, and impioufly fuffer 
devattation among his works. 


Anp this kind of war is fupported by the 
_written revelation which God has been pleaf- 
ed to give mankind of his willand their duty. 
If it were not right in the conftitution of 
things, he could not, confiftent with the per- 
fe&tions of his nature, which it is impoffible 
he fhould contradict, direét, encourage, and. 


D affiik 
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affift his people to it; but that he did fo, 
molt evidently appears from the old tefta 


ment. 
; + 


THE new-teftament goes upon the fame 
fuppofition, and no where forbids it. This 
part of revelation, indeed, fets the original 
rule of condué to mankind, under the dif 
penfation of grace, with all the motives to 
duty, in a clearer and more ftriking light. 
It more particularly diffuades from thofe 
practices which are injurious to mankind, 
and interruptive of their -happinefs ; and as 
particularly perfuades to thofe that are per- 
fective of their nature—And in the whole, 
is better adapted to promote that temper and 
life which would take away. the occafions 
of war: And happy to the world if it were 
univerfally efficacious ! 


Bur the gofpel no where forbids that 
which'in the relation of things is right to be 
done: This indeed may be advanced to fup- 
port the caufe of infidelity, but is not true 
in fat: For the gofpel, in no part of it, is 
contradictory to natural religion ; if it were, 
it would want the main evidence to fupport 
its divine authority. 
rages / DEFENSIVE 
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DEFENSIVE war is then right according f 
to the conftirution of God, and fupported 
‘by the written declarations of his will ; and 
in particu r, is confiftent with the tules of 
the gofpel; for all'the diffuafives therein, 
from-anger, wrath and_ revenge, and all the 
‘perfuafives to meceknefs, forgivenefs and 
“charity, are reconcileable to the principles 
of natural religion, which allow and require 
the defence of our being, with all the privis 
‘Jeges of being, in every capacity, private or 


public. 


in 


Not only the bare right, but the moral 
obligation of defenfive war, being fupported 
by Pavan and_ revelation, the neceffity and 
“finels of providing and ufing inftruments for 
‘that purpole evidently appears. That is ne- 
ceflary without which a thing cannot be done, 
and js neeeflary in proportion to the obliga- 
tion we are under to do the thing. . 


As the invader of the rights of others 
fuynith themfelves with inftruments to exe- 
cute their unrighteous defigns, fo it becomes 
‘neceffary to provide fomething of the fame 
‘kind in order toa fuccefsfuloppofition. And 

'. as thefe agereffors not only wreck their in- 
D2 vention 
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vention for fuch inftruments, but fpare ne 
pains to get the dexterous ufe of them, fo 
others are obliged to the fame efforts in this 
-tefpeét, as they would, at leaft, ftand upon 
equal ground with their adverfatics, =. 


Ir is therefore as neceffary that the art 
of war fhould be cultivated, as that the wea- 
pons of war fhould be provided. And-as 
‘both are neceffary to defend and fecure the 


“invaded tights of mankind, it is fit a people . 


‘fhould be poffeffed of them, and in time of 
peace prepare for war. 


Bur, 


JIL. \Wrspoo is a higher qualification for 
defence, and will anfwer the purpefe better 
than weapons without it. 


THE rational powers of the mind are the 
glory of human nature, anda due exercife of 
them to the purpofes for which they were given, 
iswifdom. For wifdom isa juft difcernment of 
things, and fuch approbation of the mind as 
to determine the condufaceording to it ; and 
right ation is, in the conftitution of things, 
productive of happinefs: It is fo in its Ma 

ra 
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‘ral tendency, and as it procures the blefling 
of the fupreme ruler. 


é 


THERE are’ indeed, ‘different degrees of 
wifdom dccording to the different natural ca- 
pacity, or to the different enlargement of it 
by improvement. All the human fpecies are 
niot made with cqual-capacity of difcernment. 


“here is evidently a diverfity in thé degree 


of this gift of nature to her fons. Some.are 
naturally formed with a larger capacity than 
others, as tho’ they were born to ferve man- 
kind. ? 2 
Tie natural capacity may be varionfly 
enlarged, in proportion to the different ad- 
vantages afforded for that purpofe ; or in pros 
portion to the improvement of the advanta- 
ges enjoyed. Accordingly fome, tho’ nog 
diftinguifhed by nature, may make greater 
proficiency in wifdom than others. 


Awp.as focieties are compofed of individu- 
als,and thereis a clofe conneétion between the 
interefts of fuch individuals, fo the whole 
may reap the advantage of the diftinguifhed 
abilities of the few, and on thefe the fafery 
of fociety may in a great meafure depend. 
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put sal capacity of wifdom ENE Te 
main, and may be enlarged in no inconfide- 
rable meafure, tho? religious i improvement is 
wanting. Wifdom in this view fometimes | 


anfwers great purpofes i in the world—In mi- 
itary difpute, fuccefs very often depends 
more upon this, than the beft contrived in- 
ftruments, and the moft dexterous ufe oh them, 


Ir indeed requires” DO. “uncominion degree 
of difeernment to provide’  Wweapons,and learn 
to ute them—much greater may be neceflary 
in time of war. To lay the plan of opera 
tidn=Sto lead onstoybattlepor cover aretreat 
-stolattend to every circumftance that is con- 
neéted with the well formed ‘plan, requires 
great fagacity:and: penetration. The wiflom 

 pfthe: politician, ahd:the fkill of ‘the foldier, 
are requifite to form the great general. And 
this wi/dom is better than weapons of war, 
more to the purpofe of defence againft the 
injurious attempts of others ; as: it*maly ac- 
complith ¢hat, which number's with the mot 
formidable artillery could not effee& without 
it. 

BuT wifdom, in that degree which con- 
ftitutes the religious charaéter, qualifies {till 

more 


| 


Sr Se 
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more for fuccefsful defence. That temper 
‘of mind towards the deity, and conduét’ of 
life, which our holy réligion requires, is the 
tructt wifdom, and better qualifies the fame 
perfons for the performance of common du- 
ty, and for great atchievements, and, which 
is more, for' the bleffing of God, than any 
thing fhort of it can poffibly do. And in 
military contelt, this’ “qualification may 
Operate through: the whole, in officers and 
foldiers, and in thofe-who * are not immedi- 
ately engaged i in the ation, but whofe inte- 
reft is clofcly conneéted, with it, and fo may 
have a great influence in the decifion of the 


fafpended important eyent. goes 


RELIGION is fo to from obftru€ting the 


free exercife of the powers of the mind, thar . 


it naturally tends to ftrengthen and enlarge 
them. The mind was formed for. God, and 
religion is the tendency of ‘the foul to its 
proper centre ; and in that ftate it muft be 
the mofl healthful and vigorous: The more 
it exercifes its powers, in this way, the-more 
vigorous they will grow ; and on fuppofition 
ae athe continuance Mar virtuous exertions, this 

progreffion will. continue thro’ out its exif 


ence, 
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‘ence. Conformity to the precepts of the 


. gofpel, is adting up to the dignity of our na- 


ture, and truly perfective of it. All the ad- 
vantages of wifdom in the before-mentioned 
degree therefore,may be had in time of dan- 
ger, and greater hoped for,as the mind, aided 
by religion, will be more capable of thofe 
exertions,which are neceflary to lay the plan 
of defence, and to difcern the beft meafures 
for the execution of it. 


RELiGIow alfo infpires its votaries with 
the truck magnanimity and courage, and 
therefore, beft qualifies for oppofition againft 
the injurious attempts of bold affailants. Tt 
enobles the foul, as it-raifes its views above 
the fordid pleafures of this world, and direéts 
them to nobler objcéts, and in fome meafure 
refembles it to its great original.— It lays 
a foundation for confidence in God, and for 
the hope of a bleffed immortality. It re- 


moves the grounds of thofe fears that arife- 


from confcious guilt, and a fenfe of deferved 


.punifament ; and intitles to a like triumph 


with that of the devout warrior in Ifracl, 
Though an hoft fhould encamp againft me, my 
heart foall not oe tho war /bould rife 


againft - 


‘| 
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again me, in this will T be conn. lent.” As 
there is nothing to be hoped for Gia a this 
world; or'to be feared in the - next, ‘by the! 
virtuous ahd good,’ forthey only with fafety. 
can‘ brave danger; and 'go on intrepid Gn’ the? 
path’ of duty. Hardinefs of conftivation, 
and the mere love'of fame may iddeed featl 
on to perilous enterptizes; but religion better 


qualifies the foldier to face danger, and -jeo=. 


pard his life m the high places of, the field. 
The wicked, as they a& from méaner princi- 
ples, and are urg-d on by inferior motives, 
will more readily quit their poft, and if at 
tentive to the fatal confequences of falling in 
Battle, muft flee when no man perfueth: But’ 
the righteous, under a fenfe of moral obli- 
gation, and in hope of reward after this life 
is ended, in every ¢ cpartment of ‘duty, will 
be bold as a lion. 


a 4 * ood te Ween 
“THE advantage therefore fill Ties on the 
Gda of religion, as it greatens the mind, in- 
fpires: it with the trueft fortitude, and will 
animate the fold Hicrto act his part with in- 
trepidity and vigor, without which weapons: 
of w ar yess be to little parpot.. 


& 
t 


Say .. E RELIGION 


Rint ote Sere os 
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. RELIGr0N likewife qualifies for, and: en- 
titles to the bleffing of providence, on which 
fuccefsin military enterprize, chiefly. depends. 
The fuperintendeney of the Deity over all 
his works, and his’ intervention in human 
affairs, is agreable to reafon, and plainly, 
afferted in revelation. The defigns of his 
providence, indeed, are carried on by. means, 
but the energy of the means depends on his 
blefling. The means that are beft adapted 
to the end are generally fucceeded, but not 
always fo; fometimes thefe are fruftrated, 
and the moft improbable take place, to let 
us know that the Moff High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and to teach us dependance 
on him. This gave rife to the wife obferva- 
tion of Solomon in the context. The race 
is not tothe fwift, nor the battle to.the Strong, 
neither yet bread to the wife, nor yet riches 
to men of underflanding, nor yet favor to men 
of full ; but time and chance happeneth. to 
them all. : 


THE interpofition of providence fome. 
have tho’t, is more clearly difcernable in the 
events of war, than in any other, as thefe 

have 
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have a more immediate conneétion with the 
happinefs or mifery of communities. But 
be that as it may, the feripture, it is certain, 
every where attributes the fuccefs of war to 
& divine influence—to the Lord of hofts and 
God of armics ; and_gives the hiftory of 
fome victories obtained beyond all human 
probabilities. = i : “stefih 


Bur if, at fometimes, in this way, God 
has rode in bis excellency on the fry, for the 
help of his people, and made bare bis arm 
in their falvation, yet his influence is as real, 
tho’ not fo vifible, when the means that 
gome within thé verge of human power are 
facceeded tO the like purpofes. And no | 
doubt this divineinfluenceis concerned, when 
the fare of armics, and the events of war, 
{eem to turn upon fome trifling circum ftance 
untho't of, or little incident unforefeen, by 
means of which a mighty army thall be 
feized with a panic, and one lefs formidable. 
in number and ftrength fhall be fo infpirited, 
that an hundred fhall chafe a thoufand, and 
a thoufand put ten thoufand to fight. 


E.2 wy 
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Ir. muft thereforé be of the greatcft con- 
fequence.to a nation, in military controverfy, 
‘to engage the fupreme Difpofer of all events 
‘on their fide : And the only way for them 
“to do (0, is to fubmit to his authority as the 


fupreme lawgiver—to live up to the rules of ; 


conduét prefcribed by him, according to thcir. 
Meafure in this Nate of imperfeétion, 


THIS will qualify them for his favor ; 
for the righteous Lord loverh righteoufie/s, 
And this will entitle them to the bleffings of 
his providence, according to the tenor of alf 
his promifes of national bleffings in the holy 
{criptures. A compliance with the condition 
will undoubtedly give claim to the bleffing 
of the promife: On this they may firmly 
depend. Aud happy the people who are in 
Sicha cafe, whofe God is the Lord. 


THIS 


4 
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military appearance of this day,and 
to all fuitable preparations for war.» 


= 


: i ‘HIS difcourfe gives countenance to the 


THE Ancient and Honorable Artillery 
Company, was founded upon fit principles 
and for laudable purpofes. Our fathers te- 
nacious of their rights, and awake to a fenfe 
of duty, early laid this plan,-as a nurfery of 
military. fkill, for the « public fafety :, The 
acads of the people freely offered. themfelves 


‘to thefe exercifes,with a view to cultivate and 


improve the art of war, that the community 
might be put info. a fate of defence. _ Our 
‘military preparations have been fucceeded to 
their defigned end, from the days of our fa- 
thers-—Thro’ God we have done valiantly, 
and beat down our foes. 


Bur tho’ Canada with its dependencies, 
which has been -the’ fource of the chief of 

ur difficulties, is by the kind and vigorous 
affiftance of Britifh troops, now conquered, 
and there is peace in our borders ; yet it 
may be idle to dream that we fhall never any 
more have occafion to put on the harnels. 
It is not:certain that there will be no ae 
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to recover thefe loft poffeffions to the crown 


‘of France, and of confequence not certain. 


but that the prefent fubmifs but popith inha_ 
bitants. will become hoftile again, and harafs 
our infant fettlements extended ftill nearer to 
them by our late glorious acquifitions.. 


Bur if we fhould not be called to defend 
the frontiers from the fword of the wilder. 
hefs, or with greater numbers to maintain 
our conqnefts ; we may yet have need of ar- 
mour and military {kill todefend us on fome 
other quarter ; for the more oppulent we 
Brow, the more we may become the objet 
of the attention and aim of fome foreign 


Japacious power. 


__Tuere being more than a poffibility of 
things of this nature taking place, in fome 
future, and perhaps not very diftant period ; 
it is fit that we fhould hold. ourfelves in rea- 
dinefs for'defence, and truly noble in thofe 
who, of their own accord, exert themfelves 


to fpread the art of war, and promote fuch 
preparations. 


Bor 
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_ Burt the Gentlemenof thisCompany wilk 
aim at. higher accomplifhments than the ex: 
pert ufe of their arms, at thefe fuggefted-in 
this difcourfe, which will compleat the cha- 
racter of the foldier, and qualify them for 
more eminent fervice to their country. No- 
bility. of mind, is fuperior to bodily exercife, 
and more friendly to heroifm than guns and! 
{words. The good'man, and the foldier are 
charaéters compatible in. the fame perfon,and 
the former is requifite to complete the latter: 
Theywill not therefore indulge to that indif= 
ference in religion, fo fafhionable in thepre- 


fent age ; and while they profefs to believe - 


the gofpel, negle& to live up to its.excellent 
gules. It is odd in thofe who enter the lift 
on the principles of defenfive. war, I mean 
to oppofe them who break. thro’ the laws of 
God, and moleft others, in the enjoyment of 
their rights, every day to violate, thofe laws 
themfelves, and in a’ certain degree interrupt 
the happinelS of fociety. After all the. ap: 
pearance of honor and public {pirit vice may 
wear, it debilitates and enflaves the mind, im+ 
pedes military improvement, and difqualifies 
for heroic aétion.—Men cannot do thems 
{elves more honor than to liye up to-the 
rules 


| 


rw 
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tules of religion ; nor any other way capaci- 
tate themfelves fo well to ferve their generation. 
fi Dafisnaait hasan. ‘ town lu sie 
_, THE {eer at virtue, notwith{tanding it is 
of great-importance to thofe who ae da 

may be called into the ficld of battle, oi 
oufly to. qualify themfelyes in the bef man 


net—to get poffeffed of the principles of true. 


fortitude and courage; to fecure the favor of 
the great Arbiter of life and death,on who 
nod depends the fate of armics—that in this 
midft of the dreadful {cene they may ac ee 
bly their part, fopported by aifirm reliance: 
on God and by the hope of a bleffed i 
mortality. HT re 


“Tr defenfive war is lawful, and in the pre- 
fent ftate of things occafion for it js 3 be 
expected, THis PEOPLE do well in time 
of peace, to provide warlike ftores—to in- 
creafe their {kill in military addrefeto keep 
up their martial {pirit, thar they may be ores 
pared to defend themfelves ; and as occafion 
may offer, to exprefs their loyalty to the bef 
of Kings, and firm attachment to their mother 
country, by ready and vigorous efforts to fup- 
port-the intereft of the Britith Empire. ‘The 


Aa Artillery-Sermon. At 


keeping tp this company, fuperadded toe 
ftanding militia, we confider as an evidence 
of their ardor for their King and Country? 


THE prefence of the Captain-general, our 
Commander in chief, and of thofe who fit 
next to him in the high feats of government, 
do honor to this day. : 


ToconcLupE. This dilcourfe gives a 
humbling view of human’ nature-is its pre- 
fent ftate of defe@ion,—and leads us _to att 
tribute the irregularities and diforders in this 
world to the folly of mankind: The/e ap- 
pear to be in confequence of the creator's 
leaving the human mind free, and ¢his feems 
to have been neceffary to make it capable of 
moral government. 


Bur if we are unable to folve every diffi- 
culty that may arife from God's permitting: 
fin, and fo much diforder in this part of his 
creation, our minds are relieved by the kind ° 
affurances in his word, that in his wifdom: - 
and goodnefs he will over-rule the whole fo, 
as to fecure happinefs to man, and a revenue — 
of glory to himfelf. ie Lite 
FE . In 
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a In the mean time, we fhould be recone 
ciled to our prefent fituation, and to the cir- 
cumftances into which we~are born in this 
world : And animated by the difcoveries of 
divine grace with fortitude and perfevering 
diligence fuftain the trials, and perform the 
duties affigned to us here ; that we may fe- 
cure uninterrupted happinefs on the flage 
of immortality, 


It isno inconfiderable part of our duty on 
the prefent flage, to fecure and Promote the 
happinefs of fociety, with which our Own js 
fo intimately conneéted.—The peace which 
the Britifi nation and its dependencies at 
prefent enjoy, may foon be interrupted and 


all our martial {kill and condu@ put upon 
trial. 


Our fuccefs in the laft war w 


as great and 
memorable- 


But what isin the leaves of 
fate unturned is known only to him who can 
open the book and {ce into-fururity. But this 
we may know by the Book of facred oractes 
that lies open to us, that our fafety depends 


on his favor who is the governor amony the 
nations, and whoje kingdom ruleth over all, 


By 
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By the fame oracles we are affured, that 
his favor is to be obtained, by a finful Pa 
ple, only on the terms of repentance an 
formation ; agreeable to the declaration oy € 
by the prophet to his people of old, Ti ih 
faith the Lord of hofts, amend your oe a 

our doings, and I will caufe you to dwell it 
ie place. And when vice fhall be difcoun- 
renanced, and virtue encouraged, oe 
manners conformable to the rules of our holy 
religion, we may expett, either that our a 
ies will be at peace ; or, if they fhoul 
eae our tranquility, that, in the time i! 
trial, the Lord of hofts will be with us, ey 
theGod of Facobour refuge. Being reforme 2 
we may fecurely rely on the protection 0 
rovidence. ‘The Deity propitious, we may 
e, not only to be faved from our enemies, 
ae the hand of all that hate us: but ae 
leafing profpeé ! to tranfmit this land, with 
a our unalienablerights and happy privileges, 
2 rich inheritance to pofterity. 
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